SIR WILLIAM WATSON

THE Selected Poems of Sir William Watson, chosen
by the poet himself, may to many be an in-
troduction to his work* Thirty years ago Sir
William was one of the most prominent figures in
the literary landscape.

Lo, where upon Parnassus' slopes they romp,
The sons of Wat, of David, John and Thomp.

somebody (possibly Sir Owen Seaman) wrote in
the 'nineties. But the " son of Wat," even at that
remote time, was very much more seriously
considered than the others. He had achieved a
certain fame in the 'eighties, as a dignified
disciple of Wordsworth and Matthew Arnold. It
is believed that after Tennyson's death, Mr.
Asquith wished to have him made Poet Laureate.
His sonnets on the Armenian Massacres, in 1895,
penetrated into a vast number of political house*
holds in which poetry was not commonly taken
seriously. Thenceforward his vogue declined.
He was knighted during the war after having
written extremely enthusiastic, but not very
notable, sonnets about Mr. Lloyd George and
Lord Northcliffe. His later books (which havein-
eluded a very inspiriting prose volume on criticism,
Pmcraft} have not attracted too much attention*
Neglect has perhaps a little nettled htm. He has